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The National Curriculum
for mathematics

Aims to ensure that all pupils:

• Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied
and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that
pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply
knowledge rapidly and accurately.

• Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships
and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification of proof using
mathematical language.

• Can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and
non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down
problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.



DOUBLES
&

HALVES 

COUNTING FORWARDS & 
BACKWARDS IN MULTIPLES OF 

2, 5, 10

ADDING
& 

SUBRACTING

BONDS FROM

USING DIFFERENT 
VOCABULARY

The emphasis in KS1 is on
mental arithmetic
The Mental Maths Toolkits provide opportunities for practising these 

skills at home

0-10, 20 AND 
100



What is a maths toolkit?



Mental maths 

HOME
• These targets generally show progression, working with numbers to 10 then 20 etc.  However, 

your child may find certain targets easier than others, so it is fine to leave a target if they are 
finding it too challenging. You can focus on a different one, remembering that going back 
over previous targets is great reinforcement.

SCHOOL

• Each half term an adult works with your child on a 
one-to-one basis, to go through the next few items 
on their toolkit. 

• They highlight the targets that your child is confident 
in and tells them what their next target will be. 

toolkit 1

Eventually the aim is for your child to do the calculations in their head. Helping your child learn 
these at home will benefit them greatly with their mathematical fluency.



The toolkit is important

Working towards the expected standard
• Count in 2s, 5s and 10s from 0 and use counting strategies to solve problems. 

The items on the toolkit relate directly to the areas of the curriculum that 
we teach, and the end of Key Stage expectations

Working at the expected standard
• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 

multiplication tables to solve simple problems.

Working at greater depth
• Use multiplication facts to make deductions outside known multiplication 

facts
• Determine remainders given known facts



Toolkit 1

Toolkit 2



If you know 8+2 = 10
What other number 
facts do you know?



8+2 = 10
2+8 = 10
10-8 = 2
10-2 = 8

Building on what they 
already know to apply it to 
problems:

18+2 = 20
12+8 =20
20-8 =2
20-12 =8

80 +20 = 100
20+80 = 100
100-80 =20
100-20=80





2 more than 9
5 + 8 =
Total of 25 and 41
74 plus 27
26 and 32 make
The sum of 3 and 2 is 
10 and 14 altogether is



Helpful links
Number bonds to 10
https://ictgames.com/saveTheWhale/

http://www.ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/sharkNumbers_v5.html

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

Select activities by year group
https://go.educationcity.com/

https://ictgames.com/saveTheWhale/
http://www.ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/sharkNumbers_v5.html
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://go.educationcity.com/


Resources & questions
Make 5 in 6 ways



The toolkits 1-3
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